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that they were not entitled for the point they had raised to inflict a
heavy blow on the party and the Free Trade cause on the eve of a
General Election.
3
The transaction is worth examining, for it left behind it an aftermath
of suspicion which was not quite dispelled up to the eve of the Great
War, and even now plays a part in current versions of British politics.
In particular, it is supposed that Grey and Haldanc entered into a
deliberate intrigue (to which Asquith was a party) to compel the new
Prime Minister to give them, as representing the Liberal Imperialist
group, the key positions of Foreign Secretary and Minister for War
in the new Government. The facts themselves dispose of this idea.
Grey's reluctance to take office was entirely genuine, and in keeping
with his whole character and disposition at this time, and indeed later.
In December, 1905, he felt deeply his severance from Roscbery, with
whom or under whom he had hoped to serve if he took office again.
Also he sincerely believed that the views which he held would only
have their chance in the new Parliament if Asquith were given more
authority in the House of Commons than he would have as Chancellor
of the Exchequer and deputy-leader. But it was difficult to persuade
him that any action on his part could be a matter of public importance,
and his reluctance was only overcome when it was put to him very
forcibly that he would be injuring his political friends and their cause
if he stood out,1
The idea that he was manoeuvring to obtain the Foreign Secretary-
ship for himself, or the War Office for his friend Haldane, is clearly
without foundation. From the beginning Campbell-Bannerman.
wished him to be Foreign Secretary, and any pressure to secure that
1 See Grey, " Twenty-five Years," Vol. I, p. 62 et seq.
" There had not been differences about foreign policy, but there had been
about Imperial affairs, such as the South African War and the Sudan, and my
view was that Asquith would be the more robust and stronger leader in policy
and debate in the Commons." Lady Grey, like Lady Campbell-Bannerman,
played an important part; " When my wife said that refusal could not be
justified to the constituents I felt that this was indeed the truest and most
decisive judgment in the matter."
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